
����������� �
“Our industry has lost many of its founding fathers and those who did all the 
groundwork for the remarkable businesses we all take for granted today. This 
website is a lasting tribute to those pioneers.”   

(All honorees are listed in alphabetical order) 
 
 
Andrews, Richard Mark, 49 - April 20, 2010 - Richard graduated from Southampton University (England) and 

went on to earn a PhD in Course 3 Material Science at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1991.  He was employed by Brunswick Defense in Lincoln, Nebraska, and 
Temav in Venice, Italy.   In 1999, he moved near to Worcester, Massachusetts when he began 
working at Saint-Gobain Corporation as a Senior Research Engineer. In 2000, he moved to 
Long Valley to work as the VP of Engineering at GIDCO, and in 2009 left the company to work 
for himself as a consulting engineer. During his career, he had over a dozen patents for his 
work in superabrasives, and he was also a member of ASM International Society and New 
Jersey MIT Alumnae Association.  
 

 
Bratt, Kenneth T., 84 - July 5, 2010 

Ken served in the United States Navy, earned his wings as a naval aviator and retired as 
Lieutenant Commander. He earned his master's degree in electrical engineering from 
Lawrence Technological University in 1951 and was involved in the diamond tool business 
all his life.  
Ken started his career in the abrasives business with Midwest Abrasives and after Art 
Redebaugh's retirement at Koebel Diamond Tool (Norton Company) Ken became GM of the 
Norton Tool Division. When the tool division moved to Arden, Ken left Norton and went to 
work for Dawson Carbide Industries as GM. When Dawson was sold Ken left and went to 
work as GM of Abrasive Diamond Tool until his retirement. Ken was a past President of the 
Industrial Diamond Association. 

 
 
Brown, Benton - December 14 1939- January 19, 2010 

Ben was a man of immense character and integrity who worked in the diamond 
tool industry for over 50 years. Ben started his career at the Neuber Diamond  
Co. in Boston, MA during in the late 1950’s and moved on to Permattach 
Diamond Tool  in 1965. Sometime later he started and ran the Merrimac 
Diamond Tool Co., until he was offered the position of General Manager of 
Parsons Diamond Tool Co.  in Hartford, CT In the mid 1990’s. When Parsons 
relocated to Mexico, Ben returned to Neuber as Vice President of 
Manufacturing. He remained there until he semi retired in early of 2008. Ben 
was well known for his knowledge and skill in selecting and buying natural 
diamonds, for use in dressers and diamond reamer products, as well as his skill 

in the manufacture of diamond plated tools. He was a pioneer in many areas of diamond tool manufacture and 
was very successful in developing new and better ways to produce them. During his career, he went out of his 
way to mentor and help those who were new to the industry, learn the trade. 
 
Bundy, Francis Pettit - September 1, 1910- February  23, 2008 

After earning his doctorate at The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio [1937]. Francis 
taught for a few years at Ohio University in Athens Ohio. He joined the Harvard 
Underwater Sound Lab during World War II, where he worked on sonar devices.  After the 
war effort, he joined the General Electric Research Laboratory , Schenectady NY, 
January 1946, and there specialized in various fields of physics, mechanics (high pressure 
apparatus design), optics (measurements of rocket flame temperatures using 
interferometry), radiation, heat transfer, (filled vacuum insulating panels) but spent most of 
his professional life in super-pressure physics, where he was one of the first members 
assigned to the GE team which discovered and perfected the process for  “Man-Made” 
diamonds . His emphasis was on the science not the applications. He developed a super-
belt capable of 150,000 atmospheres and worked out the carbon phase diagram where he 



was the first to make diamond without using a metal catalyst. In it he was also the first to be able to make 
diamond from liquid carbon. This was a classic piece of work. He worked on pressure calibration methods, 
particularly at high pressures and effect of pressure on thermocouples. He extended the phase diagrams of 
many materials with his ultra high-pressure belt. He was a fellow of the American Physical Society, Sigma Xi, 
and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.  He published over one hundred scientific 
papers, had many patents and won many awards and received recognition for his various scientific and 
accomplishments.  Most notably, he was recognized in 1987 with the Bridgman Gold Medal of the International 
Association for the Advancement of High Pressure Science and Technology.   
 
Dunnington, Dr. Bruce W. - 2006    

Founder and President of Glennel Corporation , now well known as Wendt USA-
Dunnington Division , Bruce was known worldwide as an expert on diamond abrasives, 
dressing products, and diamond finishing processes. 
Early in his distinguished career he worked at DuPont  as a Senior Research Supervisor 
for the Atomic Energy Division. Later he was involved in diamond development activities, 
was co-inventor of the process for synthesizing diamond and was instrumental in 
commercializing this valuable new product. He also held a position at Battelle Institute  
where he was active in the development of nuclear fuels and other advanced materials. 
Bruce was the driving force during the early years of Glennel  and recruited many of the 
talented and loyal people still employed today at Wendt USA. 

 
Florian, Sherwood L. "Woody", December 16 2008 

In the 1950's, Woody was co-founder of the Amplex Corporation , a manufacturer of industrial 
diamond products, which was initially located in offices above the former Central Theater in 
West Hartford. In the early years of that company, Sherwood's specialty was to make the 
diamond tool products and market them nationwide. Over a 20-year span, he served as 
company vice president, president and then chairman. As the company grew, he supervised a 
marketing and manufacturing operation serving clients internationally. He developed new 
products, authored many technical articles, was a public speaker and was listed in "Who's 
Who in Commerce and Industry" plus other editions of that series.  

 
Hall, H. Tracy - October 20, 1919 - July 25, 2008 

 In 1948 he started work at General Electric Research Laboratory  in 
Schenectady, NY. At GE, Tracy joined team focused on synthesizing diamond 
in the laboratory. On December 16, 1954, the team became the first to 
synthesis diamond from carbon using a verifiable and reproducible process. Of 
the experience Tracy later recalled: "My eyes caught the flashing light from 
dozens of tiny crystals. My hands began to tremble; my heart beat rapidly; my 
knees weakened and no longer gave support - I knew that diamonds had finally 
been made by man." Dr. Hall also invented the tetrahedral and cubic presses in 
the field of high pressure. Many other diamond-producing companies, based on 

DR. HALL BEING CONGRATULATED BY     Dr. Hall’s inventions, have emerged worldwide. 
CHRISTIAN HULTNER OF E6 AT THE  
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST  
SYNTHESIZED DIAMOND   
 
Harris, Leonard John   - September 20, 2008  
He was born in Winchester, England, came to the United States in 1967 and resided in Randolph before moving 
to Jackson six years ago. He worked at The Van Itallie Company and was the president of Harris Diamond 
Corp., Mount Arlington, for 35 years before he retired in 1995. Len was also past president of the Industrial 
Diamond Association of America. 
 
Lisanti, Vincent - 2005 

Vince, the President of Industrial Diamond Laboratories , Inc. was a good friend to all who 
knew him and he had many from being in the diamond business for close to 45 years. Vince 
worked his way up in the industry, until he eventually started his own business. His wife and 
best friend of 42 years, Gloria, and his two sons Anthony and Vincent survive him. Anthony has 
been in the diamond business working alongside his father, and is now running the day-to-day 
operations of the business. 
 
 



 
Herlinger, James Everett – 70, September 21, 2010 

Jim’s 1963 Stanford University degree in mechanical engineering led to a 
variety of engineering jobs on his way to management positions.  Jim got an 
“ideal job” early in his career with Ford Motor’s High Performance Division in 
Dearborn, Michigan, a position that combined his engineering expertise with 
his love of cars and racing.  Jim later worked at Hewlett Packard, was 
president of DEKA, vice president at Plantronics, and a senior executive at 
Crystallume Inc. and Silicon Valley Group (SVG), prior to becoming co-
founder and CEO/Chairman of sp3 Inc. in 1993. During his time at the helm 
of sp3, Jim led the development of the first large area CVD diamond 

deposition system, which has evolved into the current Hot Filament Deposition Reactors at sp3 Diamond 
Technologies, Inc. His initial business focus on CVD diamond-coated cutting tools led to the growth and 
successful spinout of sp3 Cutting Tools. Jim’s foresight drove his acquisition of the Calgary Division of 
Crystalline Materials Corp. in 2000, putting sp3 into the thick film CVD diamond business. Jim’s long term vision 
was the primary motivator to sp3’s continuing investment in wafer-scale CVD diamond R&D.  
 
Lunzer, J. Peter - November 26, 2006 
Peter was the President of Lunzer Inc.,  and was a well-respected member of the Industrial Diamond 
Association of America for many years and he was honored with an Honorary Lifetime Membership  in the 
IDA. Peter always was willing to share his views and offer suggestions for the betterment of the industry. 
 
Marshall, Dr Abraham Lincoln - 1974 
Born in Victoria, British Columbia in 1896. He received his undergraduate degree in chemistry at the University 

of British Columbia in 1918, an MA degree in1930 from the University of Toronto, and his 
PhD in physical chemistry from the University of London in 1922. He taught briefly at 
Princeton and after several summers at the General Electric Research Laboratory  
accepted a full time position there in 1926. Wire resin insulation, silicones and Lexan ™ 
plastics were some of the other products developed under his leadership. Dr. Marshall 
assigned Dr Suit’s High-pressure task to the Mechanical Section under A. J. “Tony” Nerad 
and on December 16,1954, was one of the team that was the first to synthesis diamond from 
carbon using a verifiable and reproducible process. 
 

Nerad, Anthony J - 1979 
He received a degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Wisconsin in 1923. 
Nerad had done some outstanding pioneering work in improving the safety and efficiency of 
large industrial mercury boilers and developed a flame stabilizer for jet engine combustors, 
later called the “Nerad Combustor” which improved reliability of jet engines and was standard 
for many years. Nerad assigned two of his seasoned physicists, Drs. Bundy and Strong and 
their assistant Jim Cheney at the General Electric Research Laboratory  to the diamond 
project. His management led to the first synthesis diamond process. 
 
 

Ottoson, Eric - on Easter 2007 
He formerly worked at 3M Diamond Operations and at the former Victory Diamond Tool & General Ind. 
Diamond  in Whippany. Many of you in the trade may have known this kind and gentle man who was a tool 
cutter for many years. Eric was the former owner of Ottoson Ind. Diamond Tool , and then joined General 
where he continued to work at the craft he enjoyed. In 2003, he was honored as having 50 years in the business 
as a tool cutter.  He blessed us with his knowledge of the industrial diamond tool craft, and with his great sense 
of humor and compassion. 
 
Pope, Dr. Bill Jordan, 88 - November 30, 2010 

Dr. Pope was one of our industry’s most notable inventors and entrepreneurs. He is 
recognized for his pioneering contributions in the development of synthetic diamond 
manufacturing for multiple industries from oil and gas drilling to diamond-coated hip joints. As 
a renowned scientist who helped found three Utah companies, his work has led to hundreds 
of high-tech jobs throughout the region and many more thousands around the world.  
Bill was called into active duty during World War II and served three and one half years as an 
officer in the Infantry and Engineering Corps. He returned to the University of Utah and 
earned his bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineering in 1947. He completed his master's 



degree and doctorate degrees of Chemical Engineering at the University of Washington. He was a researcher 
for Utah Oil Company for seven years before being recruited to join the Chemical Engineering Department at 
Brigham Young University (BYU) in 1958. He was appointed as a full professor and served as chairman of the 
chemical engineering department. As a chemical engineering professor and business mentor at Brigham Young 
University for 20 years, he had inspired hundreds of aspiring business leaders. During his tenure at BYU he 
founded Megadiamond Corporation with Tracy Hall and Duane Horton in 1966. In 1978 Bill joined his son Louis, 
who had founded US Synthetic Corporation, a company in ultra-high pressure synthesis, manufacturing 
synthetic diamond grit and sintered rock drill cutting elements. He served as President and then later as 
chairman of the board. As one of the founding fathers of US Synthetic, Bill had a profound influence on the 
people around him, the business, science and entire HPHT diamond industry. In the last decade he founded 
Dimicron, a company which develops and markets diamond technology for prosthetic joints. Bill’s 
accomplishments in the synthetic diamond industry are legendary. There are many that have admired and will 
continue to admire his tremendous work and great innovations for generations to come. In 2002, Dr. Pope was 
awarded the Utah Governor’s Silver Medal Award for science and technology.  Bill was extremely active in 
business development and civic affairs—serving in numerous leadership positions that saw him receive awards 
and honors. Dr. Pope will also be known for his philanthropic generosity to both BYU and UVU, where the 
Science Building is named in his honor and perpetual scholarships at both universities have been established. 
As a world renowned expert, Bill has lectured at international technical conferences throughout the United 
States, Russia, Mexico, Japan, and Holland. Success to Bill was never an end in and of itself; it was the means 
by which he could help others. He was still going into work and developing patents up until a month before he 
died.  
 
Pryor, David W. 57 - June 14, 2010  

Dave was President and CEO of Radiac Abrasives, Inc. A mechanical engineer 
by trade, he began his career in the grinding wheel industry in 1975 spending 
15 years with Norton Company and holding key Director level positions in both 
Manufacturing and Marketing. In 1990 Dave joined Abrasive Industries Inc. (the 
former Bay State Abrasives) as Director of Business Development. He came to 
Radiac in 1991 as the company’s General Manager and was named President 
in 1996 and President and CEO in the year 2000. With Tyrolit’s acquisition of 
Radiac in 2009, Dave continued in this role expanded to include Tyrolit’s 
Precision Abrasive business in North America. Dave became a leading figure in 

the grinding wheel industry and served on the board of directors for the Unified Abrasives Manufacturers’ 
Association.  
 
Redebaugh, G. Arthur - December 1, 2008 

Art graduated from the University of Illinois in 1936, with a B.A. degree. After college, his 
first business position was with Marshall Field & Co. in Chicago, but he left for Detroit in 
early 1941 where he joined the Koebel Diamond Tool Co , manufacturers of diamond 
dressing tools and mining and prospecting bits. In 1946 he became General Manager and 
then Executive Vice-President in 1961. Upon acquisition of the company by the Norton 
Company  in 1969, he continued as General Manager until his retirement in 1976. Art 
continued with the Norton Company as a consultant for another 7 years. During that period 
he also served as consultant to the General Services Administration, the U.S. agency 
responsible for the stockpile of industrial diamonds. His unique business experiences 
included an all-day observance of diamond drilling while 3200 feet under-ground in a gold 

mine in northern Canada, and a similar time watching diamonds being mined at 2500 feet under-ground at the 
Kimberley mine in South Africa. Art was a charter member, Past President, and Honorary Life Member of the 
Industrial Diamond Association of America and was often called upon to address groups on the subject of 
industrial diamonds, and their uses. 
 
Reid, Robert E. - 1919 - October 22, 2006 

He joined Engis Corporation  in March of 1954 and was named President of Engis in 
1971. He had the vision to lead the company into the international market establishing 
Engis companies in Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore, UK and Canada. Bob was 
always proud of the fact that he served the diamond industry as President of the IDA 
(1976) and that he was recognized for his service to the industry with an Honorary Lifetime 
Membership in the IDA in 2003. All knew him as a determined and skilled coworker who 
always had the best interest of Engis foremost in his mind. 
 



 
Rudd, John - April 7 1927 - August 31, 2009  

Bevil John Blyth Rudd was born at Kimberley, South Africa. John's great-grandfather was 
Charles Dunell Rudd, Cecil Rhodes's partner and co-founder of De Beers  and 
Consolidated Gold Fields. John was a director of mining companies in South Africa and 
subsequently Rudd worked for the De Beers  group. After two years in New York (1966-
68) he spent a decade as head of industrial diamonds for Asia-Pacific, based in Japan. 
Rudd edited De Beers' magazine  about industrial diamonds, INDIAQUA. 
 

 
Seal, Dr. Michael - 79 February 3, 2010 

Michael had researched on diamond for over 50 years and was a respected 
international expert. His research had involved developments in electron microscopy 
and applications of these techniques to studies of diamond. He graduated from the 
University of Cambridge with a PhD degree and joined the Engelhard Hanovia 
Company in the USA. He became interested in the synthesis of diamond and repeated 
the experiments of Moissan, the French Nobel Prize winner who carried out 
experiments in the late 19th Century. Michael reported these experiments and the 
conclusions at the First International Congress on Diamonds in Industry, held in Paris in 
1962. Later, Michael started with D Drukker & Zn Holland. He was responsible for 
Drukker’s research and development on diamond and in the course of his work, 
developed their micron diamond product range, diamond heatsinks for the electronic 

industry, diamond optical windows for special applications such as space vehicles and lasers, diamond surgical 
knives, primarily for ophthalmic applications, and diamond products for other specialist applications. Drukker 
was also a distributor in Europe for De Beers’ industrial diamonds. Michael was active in this collaboration with 
De Beers until his retirement, after which he retained an active interest in the fields of diamond research, 
development and applications. Michael attended over 50 Annual Diamond Conferences and always contributed.  
 
Strong, Dr. Herbert M - January 30, 2002 

Dr Strong was born in Wooster, Ohio on September 30, 1908. He received his B.S. degree 
from the University of Toledo and MS degree in Physics in 1930 and a PhD in physics in 1936 
from Ohio State University. He began his career as a physicist with the Kendal Co  in Chicago 
working on the physics and chemistry of adhesives. In 1946 he joined the General Electric 
Research Lab  measuring velocity, temperature and pressure of hot supersonic exhaust 
flames from rockets.  He also helped develop a thin flat panel vacuum insulation for 
refrigerators. He developed a plausible tapered cone apparatus and was using it in his 
December 8th 1954 experiment that was originally thought to have made the first diamonds. 

The apparatus was made from steel and was unable to support diamond-forming pressures. Later when he was 
able to replace it with carbide it performed quite well. It was not as efficient however as the Hall Belt. Dr Strong 
was working on an iron solvent method by attempting to grow diamond on seeds wrapped in iron foil. This 
method turned out to be the correct method but he was operating at too low a pressure. He derived phase, 
temperature and composition diagrams at high pressure (about 55kb) of the carbon-iron, carbon-nickel, carbon-
cobalt and other carbon-metal alloys and other systems. Herb was always interested in gem diamonds. About 
1970 he perfected methods for growing large, single -crystal, high quality diamonds  - some more perfect 
in the crystallographic and purity sense than the best of natural diamonds. This allowed the experimental 
investigation of various properties such as electrical, optical, heat conduction and isotope effects.  
 
Suits, Dr Chauncey Guy - 1991 

Dr. Suits received his AB from The University of Wisconsin in 1927 in physics and 
mathematics. Awarded an exchange fellowship at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 
at Zurich Switzerland, he was granted the Sc. D. degree in 1929. He joined the General 
Electric Research Laboratory  as a research physicist in 1930.He did pioneering and 
significant work in high-temperature, high-pressure electric-arc discharges. During the Second 
World War, as chief of Division15 of the National Defense Research Committee he headed 
the US effort on radio and radar countermeasures. In 1945, at thirty-nine he became the 
Director of the General Electric Research Laboratory  and on December 16,1954, was one 
of the team that was the first to synthesis diamond from carbon using a verifiable and 

reproducible process. 



 
Van Itallie, John D.  - 1927- 2004 

John was a true icon for our industry and a Life Member of the Industrial Diamond 
Association . As President of The Van Itallie Company  we cannot overstate the 
contribution John made to this industry through his insight and dedication. John attended 
Princeton University and started in the diamond industry with a career of purchasing, 
sorting and selling industrial diamonds. He worked for both of the largest diamond 
companies in the industry dealing in both natural diamonds in the 40’s and then as a 
pioneer distributor of the fledgling manufactured diamond product in the 50’s, a move 
which not only launched synthetic diamond as a viable and true product for the industry, 
but gave the fledgling product credibility through The Van Itallie Company  name. The 
name Van Itallie is intertwined in the literature and documents of the IDA. The book called 

The Industrial Diamond  was co written by John has stood the test of time as a reference for various 
discussions on diamonds. In fact, this book has been identified by many as a lynch pin of industrial diamond 
reference materials. John was such a dedicated expert that he not only oversaw the production of the book, but 
also wrote two chapters, one on Natural Diamond Sources And Production and another on Manufactured 
Diamonds . John was awarded an IDA Honorary Lifetime Membership  as recognition of his years of service 
and leadership in this industry. 
 
 


